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Trade Union of the European Institutions  




Brussels, 25 July 2003

RESULTS OF THE COCO WORKING GROUP

R&D HAVING PARTICIPATED ACTIVELY INFORMS YOU
4 representatives of the of Alliance (J-F Drevet, R. Dumont du Voitel, C. Popotas,et R. Schintgen) took part in the working group chaired by Mr. Griffo, Director General for the personnel in the Council,  in order to exchange their views with the Member States representations. The COCO (the conciliation Commission) assigned the working group a mandate, according to a procedure instituted by the Council in 1981. 

Work within the COCO working group confirmed once more the capacity of the Alliance to assume the responsibilities of the actual majority. 

The Alliance has actively confirmed to be perfectly conscious that in such a context disputes have to be set aside and trade unions must pursue full collaboration amongst them.

The unity of action and efficient collaboration amongst Trade Unions within the COCO working group owes a lot to the efforts of R&D, in particular of its two representatives (J-F Drevet and C Popotas).
R&D and the Alliance approached the negotiation aware of the limits imposed by the political compromise of 19 May, beyond its utter opposition to the fact that the compromise was never negotiated with the Unions.

The narrowness of our margin was confirmed by off-the-record discussions with the representatives of the Member States. 

Instead of being discouraged R&D and the Alliance were led to strengthen their efforts and fully assume their responsibilities.

Therefore in such a negative context we were aware that, in order to achieve concrete results for the staff, an extremely rigorous technical analysis of the 19 may political compromise had to be established. And this, of course, while maintaining the political criticism towards the Kinnock's reform package that the Alliance has confirmed at each stage of the negotiations. 

This analysis intended to bring into light all possible technical and legal limitations of the compromise, in order for us to establish solid proposals, of a nature to be accepted by the rest of the Unions in view of jointly defending them in front of the Commission and the Member States.

The outcome of this work is the collaborative document elaborated by all Unions, annexed to the report submitted by the working group to the Council that you will find attached hereto. This document incorporates a great deal of the Alliance proposals enhanced by the proposals of the other Trade Unions, and will be put forward during the September COCO meeting in a stance of unity.

You should therefore read the report to the Council together with the Trade Unions document so as to realise that the TUs have not abandoned their claims. An English version of these documents will be available in our web site in a couple of weeks.

R&D wishes you a nice summer break and invites all staff to prepare for further mobilisations at the time of the plenary meeting of the COCO on 11 September at 10pm
Political Secretariat R&D
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