Brussels, 8 May 2003

ALLIANCE OF FREE TRADE UNIONS (R&D, FFPE, SFIE, TAO-AFI, A&D)

EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION [SFE-CISL] 

UNION SYNDICALE FEDERALE [Bx, Lux, USEK, USEP, USI]

GENERAL MOBILISATION 
As mandated by the 31 March 2003 Assembly, the trade unions and professional organisations submitted a notice to the Commission outlining staff claims. They also urged the Commission to defend the following elements firmly and using all means possible in its negotiations with the Council:

· all aspects of the Staff Regulations that make it possible to maintain the independence, permanence and competence of the European civil service;

· maintenance of the global level of remuneration and pensions, including allowances;

· renewal of the method of adapting remuneration and pensions; 
· all the principles of the current statutory pension scheme;
· accumulated salary to be received by the official over the whole of an average career can never fall below where it currently stands (taking account of the effective application of the Method).

Despite the successful strike held on 11 April 2003, and although the Unions issued provisional strike warnings to the Commission on two separate occasions, the Commission didn't consider it necessary to initiate conciliation procedures with the Unions.

In the intervening period the Greek Presidency of Council (probably with the Commission) prepared a new compromise on the essential points covering, salaries, careers, pensions etc

Meetings between the trade unions and the Commission are foreseen in the next few days.

The unions will inform staff about all these developments on:

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Wednesday 14 May 2003 from 14.00 to 17.00

In Charlemagne S3

Agenda

· Attitude of the Commission and state-of-play in the Council

· Action mandate
This General Assembly is open to staff from other Institutions

NB: You have the right to participate in a General Assembly; this notice convening the meeting serves as authorisation.
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