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Brussels 21 June 2004

The Commission starts to sack people brutally

Today: 43 language teachers sacked in a meeting; 

Tomorrow: Who’s next?

On Friday 18 June, at the end of the academic year, the Commission language teachers were invited to a meeting by the hierarchy.  They were told that because of budgetary restrictions, their permanent contracts were being brought to an end, with effect from the following week.  A letter confirming their sacking would follow (and has already been received by them).  This is in spite of providing up to 30 years of good and loyal service.

Already in the past, while recognising their competence, the Commission had denied them a number of basic social rights and had on a number of occasions threatened to sack them.

In 1986 and again in 1997, the teachers – with the support of the Unions – negotiated an agreement signed on March 18 1997 with the Commission, the Council and the Parliament, as a Trilogue, in which the three institutions undertook to refrain from calling into question their permanent employment until their retirement.

While the Administration had recently reiterated its willingness to respect the commitments of 1986 and 1997, today the Commission has reneged on its commitments.

With this abuse of law, with this breach of trust and of legitimate expectations and – worse still, with this attack on vulnerable staff, one may wonder how far the Commission is prepared to go and who their next victims will be.

The staff have already expressed their indignation and shown their solidarity and support in their hundreds.

Is this savage way of terminating employment contracts a pilot scheme for a more generalised policy?
The ALLIANCE has reacted immediately by asking for these measures to be withdrawn and for a consultation process to commence at once on this issue.
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